
Public Questions from CBC Planning Update event (23 October 
2024) 

1. Please can we have a cycle/pedestrian bridge across the ditch to 
connect Discovery Drive with the cycle path to the south? 

Response from Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service: The cycle routes 
within the Discovery Drive development connects to NCN 11 cycle path at the east 
and west of the site. The western connection is installed and the eastern connection 
will come forward as part of the 2000/3000 Discovery Drive planning consent. It is 
anticipated that a southern connection to this route may come forward as part of 
Phase 3 development, however this will be subject to consideration through a future 
planning application. 

2. Will the DNA path be retained/repaired as part of the Greenways 
project? 

Response from the Greater Cambridge Partnership: Yes, the DNA Path will be 
widened and lit. 

3. I chose to cycle home on the Genome Path last night and it was grim. The 
reasons are well known - it is too narrow and the lighting is inadequate (many 
of the lighting studs on the main path don’t work).  This is exacerbated by the 
Cambridge South-related diversion at the CBC end, which is difficult enough 
to navigate in daylight, let alone at night.  I passed two cyclists going in the 
opposite direction (one on the diversion and one on the main path) and each 
felt like a hairy moment, as did crossing the unlit bridge over Hobson’s Brook 
and the short, almost lightless section onto Granham’s Road. 

My question is (a) when will the original route be restored as this, 
together with a cycle lane on the west side of Francis Crick Avenue and 
Robinson Way, will be a massive improvement and (b) when is the 
Genome path scheduled to be upgraded with a wider surface and proper 
lighting?  This is a well-used cycle path, which would be better used 
after dark if it wasn’t currently such an unpleasant and potentially 
dangerous experience. 

Response from Murphy Group on behalf of Network Rail: (A) The original cycle route 
is planned to be reopened by summer 2025, following the undertaking of the 
landscaping works. 



Response from the Greater Cambridge Partnership: (B) Yes, the DNA Path will be 
widened and lit. At the least we want to provide a 5m wide area for walking, cycling 
and equestrian use.  

4. Please can you confirm will the TWAO be for the full CSET scheme i.e. 
from Haverhill to CBC or just the Francis Crick Avenue section? 

Response from the Greater Cambridge Partnership: The TWAO is for the full CSET2 
scheme. The Francis Crick Avenue section is being delivered via Permitted 
Development rights. 

5. Could the GCP please explain how they propose to protect Nine Wells 
and its setting and Hobson's Brook running north from it. How will CSET 
bridge the Brook and how wide a bridge would be needed? 

Response from the Greater Cambridge Partnership: The Environmental Statement 
has assessed the visual impacts of CSET2 on visitors to the Nine Wells LNR during 
both construction and operational phases of the development. Viewpoint 6 (VP6) in 
the visual impact assessment represents visitors to Nine Wells LNR. It is 
acknowledged that Nine Wells LNR is a high sensitivity receptor and during 
construction there will be a significant adverse effect to views from the LNR, primarily 
due to the proximity of a construction compound and the difficulty in fully mitigating 
visual effects from construction activities. Whilst we have assessed the effect as 
significant for the construction phase, it will be temporary, lasting for the duration of 
the construction phase only. Once construction is complete and CSET2 is 
operational, the busway and bridge over Hobson’s Brook will be a new feature within 
views from the LNR, within the context of the existing railway corridor and rail 
overbridge. Landscape planting will soften the appearance of the busway over time 
as planting establishes and matures. The visual effect for the operational phase of 
CSET2 has been assessed as slight adverse and not significant. 

The Environmental statement has also assessed the drainage and water 
environment relating to the busway and impacts on Hobson’s Brook. The busway is 
expected to take only light usage (maximum of 24 buses per hour) compared to a 
traditional road so there is a relatively low risk of pollution from runoff. The drainage 
design includes filter drains, swales and other SuDS measures that will minimise the 
concentrations of pollutants entering the surface watercourse so that no significant 
effects will occur to the water quality. The runoff through these drainage systems is 
expected to be small and so is unlikely to cause any changes to flow volume and 
quantity within the Hobson's Brook. It was considered that the extensive pollution 
control measures, which are incorporated into the drainage design, will sufficiently 
reduce the sediments reaching the outfall into the Hobson's Brook. Therefore, the 
magnitude of impact to Hobson's Brook from route runoff is considered to be 



negligible and risks to the Hobson's Brook from routine runoff are considered to be 
negligible. 

Hobson’s Conduit will be passed over, with a bridge which has a length of 15m, a 
width circa. 20m and has a 2.4m vertical clearance. It will be made of a singular 
reinforced concrete inline wingwall structure and will not feature any intermediate 
supports that will come into contact with the brook. 

6. For people working at the Biomedical Campus, more people live in Haverhill 
than anywhere else apart from Cambridge City itself. CSET appears to do 
little for public transport users from Haverhill. Instead it focuses on allowing 
car users to park outside Cambridge to cut out the most congested part of 
their journey and keep these cars out of the city. This car centric approach is 
very dated. It is not an appropriate present day strategy able to support 
planned growth, and the modal shift to more sustainable transport choices 
which will improve Haverhill's future. Instead it will bring more traffic to the 
A1307. Railfuture, working with the Department for Transport, Network Rail 
and Consultants has provided multiple credible opportunities for the GCP to 
support reopening the railway, which the GCP has chosen to ignore while 
promoting the busway. This showed upwards of 2000 people travelling just 
from Haverhill towards Cambridge in the peak. Instead CSET is a lost 
opportunity.  
 
What specific benefits will Haverhill public transport users working at 
the Biomedical Campus see from the £160 million being spent on CSET? 

Response from the Greater Cambridge Partnership: The proposed busway will 
provide a faster and reliable service to the Southeast of Cambridge directly from 
CBC. Services using the busway will continue from the terminus of the busway at the 
A11 travel hub to serve Linton and Haverhill, the busway has the potential to reduce 
journey times between the new travel hub and Cambridge City Centre by up to 20 
minutes according to current timetables, this is without variation in peak hours that 
will therefore offer a more viable service for the large population that are employed 
within CBC and Cambridge City to get to their place of work via public transport.  

In addition to the opportunities presented to those in Haverhill and Linton, the 
proposed travel hub will provide a location for those travelling from the South East to 
continue into the Centre of Cambridge by Public Transport rather than private 
vehicle, reducing the congestion along the A1307 and within Cambridge City Centre.  

It is understood that the option of rebuilding a rail link to Haverhill has been explored 
in a recent RailFuture report. However, it is clear that there are much greater cost 
and time implications associated with reopening this line than the proposed busway 



and at present there has not been any significant interest from the rail industry in 
progressing this route. Therefore, this option is not considered a viable alternative to 
achieve the ambitions for growth in South Cambridgeshire within a reasonable 
timeframe and hence the busway is considered a high priority to meet the demand of 
users from the South East of Cambridge. 

7. The GCP ends in 2030. What conversations are being had with ministers 
about longer term transport in face of potential newtowns? Has 
*anyone* mentioned light rail? 

Response from Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service: The significance of an 
appropriate transport strategy to support growth in the Greater Cambridge area is 
well recognised, including supporting and enabling sustainable travel to key 
employment areas such as CBC. The Combined Authority, as the local transport 
authority, is starting work on a Greater Cambridge Transport Strategy as a child 
document of its Local Transport and Connectivity Plan. The strategy will be prepared 
alongside the Greater Cambridge Local Plan to ensure an integrated land use and 
transport strategy for the area and to demonstrate that the Local Plan strategy is 
deliverable in a sustainable way and the local planning authorities will support its 
preparation. It is anticipated that the work on the transport strategy will also be 
mindful of Cambridge 2050 initiative, which is being reviewed and likely refined by 
the new Government, as well as any implications for this area of the Government’s 
stated intention to bring forward a number of new towns across the country. 

8. Are people in the CBC Community making the case to ministers for 
GCSP Service to become fully cost-recovering so that our councils can 
compete with private sector for town planners? 

Response from Cambridge Biomedical Campus Limited: CBC Ltd has previously 
emphasised the importance of investment in the local planning function as a priority. 

9. Dr Andy Williams ex-Astra Zeneca said Cambridge has an infrastructure 
gap incl leisure/sports/arts. How will CBC help fill that? 

Response from Cambridge Biomedical Campus Limited: CBC Ltd have a clear 
position on campus expansion: investment in the full breadth of infrastructure is a 
critical requirement for the successful long term development of the campus. In 
2024, the CBC Ltd Board have set out conditions for supporting landowner led 
proposals for campus development. These conditions include the production of an 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the agreement to a legally binding mechanism to 
safeguard its implementation. 



10. Will CUH NHS Trust please demonstrate to us the capital funding basis 
of their anticipated opening dates for the cancer and Children's 
hospitals? 

Response from Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust: Dates 
currently published on the website are: 

Cambridge Children’s Hospital 

• Enabling works - Completed 2024 
• Construction Start – End 2026 
• Construction Complete – 2029 
• Hospital Open – 2029 

Cambridge Cancer Research Hospital 

• Enabling works - January 2025 
• Construction Start – March 2026 
• Construction Complete - January 2029 
• Hospital Open – September 2029 

 
11. Why have CBC not got a masterplan for the site? 

Response from Cambridgeshire County Council (as landowner): Working with the 
other landowners at Cambridge Biomedical Campus, the County Council is 
preparing a spatial framework, which is largely centered around the original 
masterplan for the existing Campus. It is required in response to the Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan First Proposals and the possible case for further expansion of 
the campus. The Spatial Framework will be refined and developed by the 
landowners as the site progresses through the Local Plan process; informed by 
technical assessments; the emerging policies of the Greater Cambridge Local Plan 
and through engagement with local and wider communities. A series of theme-based 
workshops are proposed for 2025 to engage with local and wider communities on the 
draft proposals. The spatial framework is the first step in ensuring development of 
the whole Campus, including the possible expansion area, is well-coordinated, 
sustainable and contributes positively to the immediate local and wider areas. A 
detailed masterplan will be produced if the expansion land is allocated in the new 
Local Plan, in line with the adopted policies for the site. 

12. The CBC when challenged has failed over a number of years to provide 
real evidence justifying specified co-location. When will they do so? 



Response from Cambridge Biomedical Campus Limited: The evidence base 
concerning agglomeration benefits is extensive and in the public domain. The CBC 
Ltd 2050 Vision includes a number of real world insights concerning how co-location 
is driving benefits for people. This includes the co-location of NHS, University and 
AstraZeneca within the new Cancer Hospital. In 2023, CBC Ltd commissioned work 
on the impact campus organisations have on improved health outcomes. The 
headline findings include: 

• Lower cancer mortality rates - save an extra 182 lives every year 
• Lower cardiac mortality rates - save an extra 83 lives every year 
• Lower respiratory mortality rates - save an extra 208 lives every year 

 
13. Why has not Cambridge East, for example, been objectively assessed as 

a reasonable alternative for CBC development? 

Response from Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service: Given the local, 
regional and national importance of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, the Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan First Proposals 2021 identified that may be a case for Green 
Belt release to the south of the existing campus given the significance of the campus 
to the local and national economy. The Councils confirmed in their Development 
Strategy Update in January 2023 their intention to continue to explore these 
exceptional circumstances. There are likely benefits of co-location and in particular 
proximity to the existing and planned hospitals, whilst a significant public investment 
is also taking place in the new Cambridge South Railway Station. The emerging 
strategy to include both Cambridge Biomedical Campus and Cambridge East reflects 
the significant identified needs for homes and jobs in this area and how both sites 
are expected to be required to start delivery during the plan period to contribute 
towards meeting those needs. 

14. (A) Do not the landowners have an incentive to develop Green Belt as 
proposed as it is in their financial interest? Are they willing to forego a 
substantial part of that return to benefit local people. 

14. (B) Taking on board the model of "planning gain" an example in 
Cambridge being Railpen, how is this being incorporated into the 
development plans for the whole site specifically in relation to the 
residential communities it sits within. 

Response from Cambridgeshire County Council (as landowner): Working with the 
other landowners at Cambridge Biomedical Campus, the County Council will 
contribute significant funding towards improved campus facilities for occupiers and 
local people. One of the main infrastructure investments proposed is the construction 
of a new road from close to the Babraham Park & Ride, diagonally into the campus. 
It is proposed that this road serves mainly blue light and public transport and will 



make access for workers and patients better in the same way the New 
Addenbrookes Road has for workers and patients approaching from the west. It is 
part of a campus wide transport strategy which capitalises on the existing significant 
public transport investment and encourages cycling, walking and use of public 
transport, easing congestion on Hills Road and at the current Addenbrookes 
entrance, to the benefit of the immediate local community. 

An Infrastructure Delivery Plan for the whole Campus is being prepared which will 
detail further improvements such as amenity buildings, green ways through the 
campus and other communal facilities. These infrastructure proposals would be 
funded by the development of the expansion land and any further development on 
the current campus. To date, all the infrastructure for the phase 1 and 2 modern-day 
expansions of the campus has been and is being, in the majority, funded privately 
and at limited cost to the public sector. 

As well as contributing to the campus Cambridgeshire County Council as the main 
landowner on the expansion land, will use some of its receipts to fund public 
services, such as caring for children, the elderly and building new schools. 

15. How is CU/CUH/CBC commercial/corporate organisations going to take 
on board a Neighbourhood Impact Report identifying the key issues 
spilling out from the CBC site and the unintended negative impacts e.g. 
illegal parking/parking stress, anti social behaviour including 
smoking/loitering/littering etc. and provide a proactive response to 
address these recognising the accountability of CUH/CU/CBC 
commercial/corporate areas 

Response from Cambridge Biomedical Campus Limited: CBC Ltd have engaged 
with local Councillors from the Queen Edith’s Ward and together drafted a plan for 
how specific items in the NIR can be addressed. The plan is undergoing iteration 
with the local Councillor who has led on this agenda, which includes further 
discussion that they have indicated with other organisations on the campus. Action is 
already underway to address some of these issues. For example, CBC Ltd are 
leading work to bring forward a new approach to smoking, within which there is an 
intention to address the issues that local residents currently experience. 

16. As the CBC site develops further there is a concentration on putting in 
place access and permeable routes across and in and out of the CBC 
site for the current approx.. 55,000 trips daily, that are going to grow 
exponentially year on year. How will these be addressed to reduce the 
current spill over and ensuing anti social issues onto residential streets 
such as Red Cross Lane Area, by reducing usage of these and 
redirecting footfall through the new safer well lite official routes, which 



will be accessible to all via public transport/cycling/walking and 
scooting? 

Response from Cambridgeshire County Council (as landowner): In conjunction with 
the other landowners of the Campus, the County Council has commissioned a 
comprehensive transport study to identify on-site and off-site improvements which 
are required to address transport implications of any potential expansion of the 
Campus; building on the current significant public transport projects and encouraging 
the modal shift from cars onto other modes of transport. Further work is required to 
refine these proposals in response to Greater Cambridge Shared Planning and 
Cambridgeshire County Council Highways requirements. Transport will be one of the 
theme-based workshops planned for 2025 at which the CBC Landowners Group 
would encourage local residents to raise their concerns, observations, and 
suggestions. 

Response from CBC Limited: In the short-term CBC Ltd has produced a draft 5 year 
travel and transport plan which has a focus on travel within the campus. Further work 
will be carried out to inform the approach of transport authorities. This work is being 
shared with the public at the Open Public Forum on 3 December and thereafter will 
be made available on the CBC Ltd website. 

17. Will developers and landowners make a clear commitment that the 
planned expansion of the CBC, and especially phase 4, can only 
commence when hard targets on infrastructure are met, e.g. with 
respect to water supply and transport infrastructure? If so, when will 
these targets be defined, and by which process? 

Response from Cambridgeshire County Council (as landowner): Growth is 
dependent on the provision of appropriate infrastructure, be that for water or 
transport. The expansion and master-planning of CBC will be linked to an 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Planning Policy, which will set the targets for the 
infrastructure required. Cambridgeshire County Council, as landowner, working with 
the other CBC landowners, is aware of the significant issues surrounding water and 
transport, within the wider area of Cambridgeshire and in particular relating to the 
existing site. Cambridge University Hospital Trust is engaging with the Water 
Scarcity Group as this issue is already impacting on live planning applications. 
Cambridgeshire County Council, as landowner, in conjunction with the other 
landowners of CBC, will continue to work with Greater Cambridge Shared Planning 
and other public sector bodies on these matters and as part of the promotion of the 
expansion land, in response to the requirements set by Greater Cambridge Shared 
Planning. 



18. When are we going to see the CBC Spatial Framework so that we can 
engage with/comment on it? 

Response from Cambridgeshire County Council (as landowner): Working with the 
other landowners at Cambridge Biomedical Campus, the County Council is 
preparing a spatial framework, which is largely centered around the original 
masterplan for the existing Campus. It is required in response to the Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning Local Plan First Proposals and the possible case for 
further expansion of the campus. The Spatial Framework will be refined and 
developed by the landowners as the site progresses through the Local Plan process; 
informed by technical assessments; the emerging policies of the Greater Cambridge 
Local Plan and through engagement with local and wider communities. A series of 
theme-based workshops are proposed for 2025 to engage with local and wider 
communities on the draft proposals. The spatial framework is the first step in 
ensuring development of the whole Campus, including the possible expansion area, 
is well-coordinated, sustainable and contributes positively to the immediate local and 
wider areas. A detailed masterplan will be produced if the expansion land is 
allocated in the new Local Plan, in line with the adopted policies for the site. 
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