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Design of Gypsy and Traveller Sites, and Travelling Showpeople Sites
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This policy addresses specific design principles that should be met by all new
Gypsy and Traveller sites or Travelling Showpeople sites. Guidance will be included
in the District Design Guide SPD.

Gypsy and Traveller caravan sites are predominantly residential uses as is reflected
in South Cambridgeshire. Any employment uses would require planning permission,
and could therefore be considered on their merits in the particular location.
However, Travelling Showpeople may require space for the storage and
maintenance of large pieces of equipment. The site design and layout should
ensure the amenity and safety of residents is protected by locating non-residential
uses away from the residential and communal areas.

The site design and layout should ensure the safety and security of residents. If
external lighting will help achieve this, it should be designed into the proposal at the
outset to ensure it is the minimum required and appropriate for the location. Safe
access to, and movement within, the site for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles is
essential, as well as ensuring access is retained at all times for emergency vehicles
and servicing requirements, including refuse collection.

Sites must be capable of being serviced by all necessary utilities in order to provide
an appropriate residential environment. Foul drainage to a public sewer should be
provided wherever possible. Where foul drainage to a public sewer is not feasible
sites will only be permitted if proposed alternative facilities are considered adequate
and would not pose an unacceptable risk to the quality or quantity of ground or
surface water, pollution of local ditches, watercourses or sites of biodiversity
importance. Sites must incorporate appropriate measures for surface water
drainage, utilising sustainable drainage systems where practicable.

Each pitch should be designed to provide appropriate accommodation for a
household, and should normally allow for the siting of at least one trailer / mobile
home and a touring caravan and space for car parking. Transit site pitches,
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providing short term accommodation, are likely to be smaller, as national design
guidance states, each pitch should be capable of accommodating touring caravans,
rather than space for a static caravan.

Proposals for family sites, such as to accommodate an extended family with a
number of caravans, will be required to establish the number of pitches the site is
capable of providing if it were occupied by separate family units, in order that the
impacts of a site are fully considered.

The number of parking spaces will be considered against car parking standards
contained in the development plan, based on the anticipated number of residents. If
appropriate planning conditions will be applied to any planning permission,
restricting the parking of larger vehicles or the number of commercial vehicles.

Built development in the countryside will be kept to the minimum required in order to
minimise harm to the surrounding area. Amenity blocks, which typically include
kitchen and bathroom facilities, will be considered on their merits and must be
compatible with the scale of development and the pitch on which it is to be
accommodated. Energy and water efficiency of built development should be
considered, reflecting policies contained elsewhere in the development plan. All
private and communal buildings will need to comply with mobility standards as
required by building regulations.

Proposals for stables will be considered on their merits. Sites will need to include
sufficient space to exercise horses or be readily accessible to local bridleways and
other permitted rights of way.

Improvement or provision of infrastructure may be necessary to make the
development acceptable in planning terms. It is important to ensure that children
have safe access to space for play. In order to meet the needs of residents, larger
sites should include distinct areas for children to play. Separate contributions to play
space will not normally be sought.
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