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Space for cultural events and interactive 

art. 

Times Square Design Pavilion Event, NY

Urban green space with layers of 

smaller spaces.

Veolia HQ, Aubervilliers, Vogt

Primary street example

Assembly Row, Boston, Copley Wolff 

Design Group

Secondary street example

Southbank Place Masterplan, London, 

Squire and Partners
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2.0	 Masterplan Framework

2.3	 Legibility Framework

The Legibility Framework should act as an 
overlay to the spatial hierarchy that defines the 
components that will come to create a legible, 
memorable and easily navigable place.

2.3.0	 Nodal Zones, Markers, Thresholds and 
Wayfinding Corners must collectively 
enhance sitewide legibility and in turn the 
legibility of onward journeys through the site

Nodal Zones
Zones of distinct character and activity within the 
masterplan that enable easy determination of 
location within the wider masterplan
2.3.1	 Nodal Zones must be designed with to 

be clearly distinct from other areas of the 
masterplan.

2.3.2	 Nodal Zones must be designed to enable 
easy wayfinding around the site.

2.3.3	 Nodal Zones must be engaging spaces 
enhanced by high quality landscape design.

2.3.4	 Nodal Zones must be designed to be safe, 
accessible, sustainable and allow for future 
flexibility. 

2.3.5	 Nodal Zones should include spaces 
designed to enable people to meet or 
gather.

2.3.6	 Nodal Zones should deliver a focussed 
vision centred around a primary use or 
spatial typology.

2.3.7	 Public art should be integrated into Nodal 
Zones as part of the wider strategy. 

Marker Buildings
Key buildings which signify important moments 
within the masterplan
2.3.8	 The Marker typology must only be applied 

to Plots 2 or 5 or both
2.3.9	 Markers must signify key points with the 

site; for example the center of the site or the 
primary entrance

2.3.10	 The architecture of Markers must respond 
the significance of these buildings, whether 
locally, city-wide or both.

2.3.11	 The architecture of Markers should clearly 
communicate the nature of the new 
innovation neighbourhood being created. 
 

Thresholds
Key transition points between entry spaces and the 
central spaces of the masterplan
2.3.12	 Thresholds must be designed to soften the 

transition between the existing context and 
the central spaces of the masterplan.

2.3.13	 Thresholds must clearly communicate the 
transition between the spaces that they 
bridge between.

2.3.14	 Thresholds must clearly communicate the 
transition between spaces when viewed 
from site entry points.

2.3.15	 Thresholds must be created by coordinated 
architectural and landscape design.

2.3.16	 Thresholds must be designed to create  
welcoming and inclusive entrances into the 
central masterplan spaces.

2.3.17	 Thresholds must not create an exclusive 
place or experience which would dissuade 
use of the site by local people. 

Wayfinding Corner 
Building corners that terminate local views and may 
be used as part of the wayfinding strategy for the 
site.
2.3.18	 Wayfinding Corners must be an integrated 

part of the architectural solution for the 
buildings that they form part of 

2.3.19	 Wayfinding Corners must be easily 
identifiable to enable clear wayfinding 
through the site.

2.3.20	 The coordination of built form and 
landscape must be informed by sightlines to 
Wayfinding Corners. 

2.3.21	 Wayfinding Corners should be considered 
as potential sites for public art as part of the 
wider strategy

When using these Design Codes, 
refer to the Landscape & Open Space 

Parameter Plan.
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	 Marker Buildings

 	 Threshold

 	 Wayfinding Corner

Using existing and new trees to frame a focal point in a public space. 

Henning G. Kruss, Bjarke Ingels Group, Denmark

Focal point urban spaces that allow for 

sufficient space for activity. 

Coal Drops Yard, Townshend, London

Articulation change at a marker point.

R7 Kings Cross, Morris+Co, London

Markers and Focal Points
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2.0	 Masterplan Framework

2.4	 Inclusive Design Principles

Spaces    
2.4.0	 The overall character of the site must be 

welcoming and inclusive to local residents 
and the wider public.

2.4.1	 At Reserved Matters, inclusive design must 
be evidenced at all stages of design, from 
concept to completion. 

2.4.2	 When pedestrian, cyclist and vehicular 
circulation meets at a crossing junction, 
priority must be given first to pedestrians 
and then, to cyclists and finally, vehicles. 

2.4.3	 Levels must work with and tie in to existing 
site levels and steps should be avoided. 
Where steps are required, an alternative 
minimum 1:21 graded route must be 
provided.

2.4.4	 Landscape must be predominantly flush 
with gradients of 1:40 and prioritise 
gradients of 1:60 or shallower, where 
practical for maximum accessibility, 
movement, circulation and flexibility of use.

2.4.5	 All hard landscaping, kerbs and edges must 
be compliant with policy. 

2.4.6	 Accessible parking must have flush access 
to adjacent pavement surface, as well 
as road surface, with contrast low kerb 
outlining each bay.

2.4.7	 Play areas must include inclusive play 
elements that are appropriately integrated. 

2.4.8	 Street furniture must be placed at regular 
intervals across the site to allow for places 
of rest and this furniture must be inclusive 
by design. 

The Proposed Development will be accessible 
and welcoming to all: people from the local 
community, occupiers of the new buildings and 
visitors. The Development will accommodate 
for all abilities and backgrounds, physically and 
socially. 

The design will reflect all national and local 
design requirements, guidance and Building 
Regulations. 

The access and circulation around the site will 
accommodate for all abilities and modes of 
transport for a fully accessible development.

2.4.9	 All public spaces must be appropriately lit 
for use during day and night.  

2.4.10	 An Accessibility Consultant should 
be appointed for Reserved Matters 
applications.

2.4.11	 Level access should be available to all 
public open space. 

2.4.12	 Signage design should be inclusive by 
design to ensure way-finding is possible for 
all. 

Built Form
2.4.13	 At Reserved Matters, all buildings must 

meet Building Regulations and the Equality 
Act 2010. 

2.4.14	 Reserved Matters internal layouts should 
meet design guidance for accessibility. 

When using these Design Codes, 
refer to the Access & Circulation 

Parameter Plan.
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Use of colour, texture and sensory 

qualities to create a varied environment. 

Battersea Power Station, London, LDA 

Design

Inclusive wayfinding signage. 

Proposed Wayfinding Strategy for the Beehive Redevelopment, Leonard Design 

Architects

A variety of inclusive seating options for all. Inclusive play equipment using colour 

and texture. 

A
bb

ey
 G

ro
ve

1 Minute

The Lanes

Use of Colour
Strong and unique colour palettes 
identifying key areas can help intuitive 
orientation for those who may struggle 
with keeping a clear sense of direction.

Directions
Use clear, unambiguous arrow design.

Simple Messaging
Keep sign infomation concise and 
uncluttered to aid legibility. Use of 
‘progressive disclosure’ along a 
wayfinding route will help to avoid 
overloading people with too much 
information all at once.

Font, Size and Spacing
Adequate size and spacing plus sans 
serif generally aids greater readability.

Symbols and Imagery
Make use of symbols and pictograms 
wherever possible.

Journey Times
Displaying times to reach a destination 
can help people to navigate a space more 
confidently and safely.

Illumination
Allow enough illumination of a sign to 
aid visibility in poor lighting conditions, 
but not so much as to create sensory 
overload.

Background
Allowing su cient contrast between 
background tones and sign information is 
critical for the visually impaired.

Reflection
Use non-reflective finishes to ensure that 
ambient lighting does not create glare on 
the sign.

Abbey Grove

1 Minute

Maple Square

2 Minutes

Garden Walk

1 Minute

The Lanes

3 Minutes

Hive Park

4 Minutes

Abbey Grove Maple Square The LanesGarden Walk Hive Park

Abbey Grove

1 Minute

Maple Square

2 Minutes

Garden Walk

1 Minute

The Lanes

3 Minutes

Hive Park

4 Minutes

Abbey Grove Maple Square The LanesGarden Walk Hive Park

Abbey Grove

1 Minute

Maple Square

2 Minutes

Garden Walk

1 Minute

The Lanes

3 Minutes

Hive Park

4 Minutes

Abbey Grove Maple Square The LanesGarden Walk Hive Park

Abbey Grove

1 Minute

Maple Square

2 Minutes

Garden Walk

1 Minute

The Lanes

3 Minutes

Hive Park

4 Minutes

Abbey Grove Maple Square The LanesGarden Walk Hive Park
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2.0	 Masterplan Framework

2.5	 Active Travel Framework

These Codes aim to create a place that will 
deliver an exemplary active travel movement 
network for all users and prioritise sustainable 
travel.

All Active Travel Routes and Modes
2.5.0	 The central spine comprising of Abbey 

Grove, the Garden Walk, Maple Square and 
Hive Park, known as Beehive Greenway, 
must act as a single continuous landscape 
accommodating a direct active travel route.

2.5.1	 Where active travel routes cross the central 
public realm spaces, they must be designed 
in a way that minimises the interruption to 
the continuous flow of the public realm.

2.5.2	 All cycle routes must be designed to comply 
with LTN 1/20 spatial standards.

2.5.3	 Where active routes meet vehicle access, 
they must be prioritise active travel modes 
and promote legibility, using methods such 
as:

	 Extension of surface treatment of the 
pedestrian lane across over the  trafficked 
area.

	 Detailing of surface treatment such as 
dropped kerbs or raised tables at level 
pedestrian crossing points. 		

	 Suitable traffic calming measures to reduce 
vehicle speeds.

	 Highly visible and legible signage to 
indicate priority movements to all users

Pedestrians
2.5.4	 Pedestrian movement and safety must be 

prioritised at all times.
2.5.5	 The movement network must be designed 

to minimise the requirement for pedestrians 
to cross other transport modes. 

Cycles
2.5.6	 Where cycle parking is to be provided in a 

structure separate to the building that it is 
serving, the route from the exit of the cycle 
parking to the entrance of the end of trip 
facilities within the building must be less 
than 50m. 

2.5.7	 The number of cycle parking spaces to 
be provided must be in accordance with 
current adopted cycle parking standards 
requirements unless an evidenced proposal 
for the use of an alternative standard can be 
provided and agreed.

2.5.8	 A minimum of 20% of the total cycle parking 
spaces in each location must be Sheffield 
stands.

2.5.9	 A minimum of 5% of the total cycle 
parking in each location must be able to 
accommodate large format cycles (e.g 
cargo bikes, tricycles and recumbent 
cycles)

2.5.10	 Spaces for large format cycles must be 
appropriately safeguarded from misuse; 
for example, through the implementation of 
clear wayfinding, signage, demarcation and 
format of stand.

2.5.11	 Provision must be made for the charging of 
e-bikes within on-plot cycle parking

2.5.12	 The internal layout of cycle parking facilities 
must be in accordance with current 
adopted cycle parking design guidance 
unless a suitable proposal for the use of an 
alternative standard can be provided and 
agreed.

2.5.13	 Designated cycle parking facilities and 
entrances must be overlooked to enable 
passive surveillance and discourage anti-
social behaviour. 

2.5.14	 Entrances to on-plot cycle parking should 
be expressed positively through the 
architecture of the building 

2.5.15	 Entrances to on-plot cycle parking should 
be clearly legible as high quality entrances; 
for example, through the use of transparent 
façades and suitable wayfinding techniques

Other Active Travel
2.5.16	 Provision should be made for the parking of 

other active travel modes such as scooters.

When using these Design Codes, 
refer to the Access & Circulation 

Parameter Plan.
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	 Entry Point

	 On-Plot Cycle Parking

	 Cycle Parking Entrance

	 Primary Shared Cycle and Pedestrian Route

	 Cycle Route

	 Pedestrian Route

Clear and inclusive surface treatment that defines movement framework. 

Jackson St, Toole, US

Dedicated cycle routes. 
Passeig De St Joan Boulevard, Barcelona

Cycle Framework Strategy
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2.0	 Masterplan Framework

2.6	 Framework Towards a More Inclusive Environment

The Framework Towards a More Inclusive 
Environment sets out the principles that will 
ensure that pedestrians and cyclists are 
prioritised and can confidently move around the 
site with risks for conflict minimised. Particular 
focus is given to the street spaces which will 
contain the segregated pedestrian cycle routes 
of the Beehive Greenway.

2.6.0	 The detailed design of both buildings 
and landscape must be informed by their 
cumulative impacts on delivering outdoor 
spaces in which pedestrians and cyclists 
can safely move with the risk of conflict 
suitably reduced.

2.6.1	 All public realm must be designed so that 
pedestrians are given priority over other site 
users.

2.6.2	 Pedestrians and cyclists must be given 
clearly communicated priority at any 
crossings with vehicular routes. 

2.6.3	 Cycle and pedestrian movements must 
be segregated as soon as is technically 
achievable upon entering the site.

2.6.4	 The pedestrian environment must be 
designed such that pedestrian movement 
zones are always the preferential choice 
for pedestrian journeys so as to minimise 
the potential for mis-use of cycleways by 
pedestrians.

2.6.5	 Cycleways must be of the highest quality 
such that the designated routes become the 
preferential routes through for the majority 
of users

2.6.6	 The scenario of cyclists using non-
designated routes and highways as 
means of transit through the site must be 
considered within landscape and highways 
design of all areas.

2.6.7	 Within Maple Square and Garden Walk 
it is required that design strategies with 
the objective of moderating cyclist speed 
must be employed. These strategies may 
included, but need not be limited to:

	 Narrowing of cycleways
	 Deviation of routes
	 Raised pedestrian crossing tables 
	 Material demarcation
	 Clear signage and wayfinding

2.6.8	 Any cycleway that crosses pedestrian desire 
lines must feature frequent crossing points 
with clearly communicated pedestrian 
priority. 

2.6.9	 Cyclists should be given reasonable space 
to dismount adjacent to cyleways with this 
space being separate to primary pedestrian 
footways. 

2.6.10	 Spaces for dismount should be clearly 
communicated with suitable signage and 
wayfinding.

2.6.11	 Cycleways at entry points should be 4.5m 
wide, with this width being achieved as soon 
as is technically achievable upon entering 
the site. Narrower cycleways may be 
provided if expected cycle movements fall 
within reasonable bounds to allow this.

2.6.12	 Proposals should be influenced by the 
Department for Transport guide: “Inclusive 
Mobility: A Guide to Best Practice on Access 
to Pedestrian and Transport Infrastructure”.

When using these Design Codes, 
refer to the Access & Circulation 

Parameter Plan.
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Clear signage for pedestrians and 

cyclists.

Trapeze, France, AAUPC

Material demarcation at crossing 

points and along routes that priortises 

pedestrians and cyclists over vehicles. 

Indianapolis Cultural Trail, US

2.6.7 Strategies for safely moderating cyclist speed. From left to right, narrowing of cycleways, deviation of routes and raised 

pedestrian crossing tables. [Illustrative Diagrams]. 

Raised Table Crossing

Cycle routes bordered with planting. 

Avenues Mermoz et Pinel, 

Gautier+Conquet Architects, France
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2.0	 Masterplan Framework

2.7	 Uses and Mix

Whilst the exact nature and layout of the 
mixed-use ground floors will be determined at 
Reserved Matters applications, this Code is 
to form organisational principles to shape the 
ground plane environment to ensure a synergy 
between ground floor uses and the public realm 
to create a vibrant and coherent layout

2.7.0	 The ground floors of the proposed buildings 
must be designed to collectively deliver a 
mix of ground floor uses.

2.7.1	 The ground floor uses should include more 
than two uses other than workplace or lobby 
in order to create a multi-faceted new place. 
This code is to be applied site-wide not per 
building.

2.7.2	 The organisation of the mix of uses should 
be in accordance with the principles of the 
zoning plan, opposite.

2.7.3	 Workplace is an acceptable ground floor 
use anywhere on site but must adhere to 
the principles for active frontage outlined 
elsewhere in this document.

2.7.4	 A strategy for meanwhile uses must be 
included within the first Reserved Matters 
Application

2.7.5	 Public facilities including toilets, drinking 
water fountains and seating must be 
included on site. 

2.7.6	 Ground floor uses should be organised 
such that they can support and extend on-
site activation outside of the core Monday to  
Friday working day hours of 9am until 5pm.

2.7.7	 The ground floors of the buildings should be 
designed to be flexible, allowing for future 
change in use of the proposed mixed-use 
spaces.

2.7.8	 Spaces for community use should be 
included within the ground floor of at least 
one building.

When using these Design Codes, 
refer to the Land Use Ground Floor 

Parameter Plan.
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Illustrative view showing the activation of Hive Park by the parkside cafes. An active space bounded by commercial 

addresses and mixed use floorspace per 

the proposed Mixed-use Plaza. 

Pancras Square, Allies & Morrison

Illustrative ground floor plan showing the 

mix of uses.

Parkside Cafes

Retail-led Streets

Community and Access

Activation by Workplace

Mixed-Use Plaza

Illustrative Ground Floor Organisation and Mix










