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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Place Principles

A place that creates space for 
innovation within the city

The proposed re-imagining of the Beehive 
Centre as a new innovation neighbourhood 
responds to the ongoing demand for high quality 
innovation space in Cambridge. Providing this 
space on brownfield sites within the city reduces 
further greenbelt development, creates a better 
experience for workers, provides local amenity and 
increases economic activity within the city; all in 
a location that is more accessible for sustainable 
transport modes.

A place that brings different 
communities together

The unique combination of innovation space, 
mixed-use ground floor and extensive public 
realm that the Beehive Redevelopment creates will 
enable the coming together of different groups in a 
vibrant and diverse new place. A new population of 
workers will help to support and drive activity within 
the diverse mix of uses within the ground floor, 
which alongside the new high quality open space 
will create a new local destination.

A place without barriers to entry

Creating a place that is free to use and without 
physical barriers to entry is key to ensuring that 
this new place can become a fully integrated part 
of the city. Allowing access for all promotes the 
intermingling of diverse communities that will 
drive the ongoing development the character and 
identity of this new place.
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A place for all

The combination of open space, ground floor, 
community and workplace strategies will create 
a place for all people at all ages. The variety of 
new workplaces creates opportunity for jobs at all 
career stages. Open spaces will be designed to 
include space for play, space for activity and space 
for rest. The mixed use ground floor will create 
a diverse mix that will appeal to a wide range of 
people and the community spaces within this mix 
will create space for local groups to use.

A place that promotes urban greening

There will be a significant transformation of the site 
from a place of hard landscape and trees planted 
between car parking to one of green streets and a 
new city park. A diverse tree retention and planting 
strategy will add over 290 new trees that will be a 
key contributor to urban greening alongside new 
planting, lawns, green roofs and potential for green 
façades on key buildings. The greening of this site 
will play a vital role in the ongoing response to the 
urban heat island effect.

A place that enables active travel 
connections
The proposals have the capacity to unlock a key 
direct active travel connection between the dense 
streets of the Mill Road Conservation Area and the 
north of Cambridge. The connective route through 
the site from Sleaford Street to Coldham’s Lane, 
here named the Beehive Greenway, enables a 
direct pedestrian and cyclist route through the site 
with very little interaction with vehicles. Onward 
connectivity beyond the Beehive site is promoted 
by a commitment to a redesigned Coldham’s Lane 
junction that will prioritise pedestrian and cyclist 
movement and safety.


