
The SPD can be viewed at: 
https://hackney.gov.uk/child-friendly-spd





“Children are a kind of indicator species. If we can build a successful city for 
children, we will have a successful city for all people.” 







Planning Policy Framework 

“We want to work with the community to ensure that 
Hackney becomes a fully ‘Child-Friendly Borough’ and 
maximises the opportunities for safe play and outdoor 
activities across our streets, estates, parks, adventure 
playgrounds, new developments and open spaces as 
children and their families explore and discover the world 
around them”

Hackney Labour Manifesto, 2018

LP8 Social & Community 
Infrastructure 
LP9 Health & Wellbeing
LP41 Liveable neighbourhoods
LP48 New Open Space
LP50 Play Space 

S4 Play and informal 
recreation



Growing Up in Hackney: Child Friendly Places SPD 

  Part 1 Moving towards a Child-Friendly Borough 

Part 2 Policy, Research  & Guidance Context

Part 3  Hackney’s Child-Friendly Principles for the Built Environment

Part 4 Child-Friendly Design Guidelines for Hackney’s Built Environment

Part 5 Shaping My Borough: Engagement Guidelines and Best Practice

Part 6 Tools for Implementation & Delivery 





Child Friendly Design Guidelines 

We understand children in Hackney will grow up and experience their neighbourhood along the 
scales of:

3. Destinations 1. The Doorstep 2. Streets

The shared spaces that connect 
an  front door to surrounding 

streets and public spaces 

The network of routes that children, 

young people and their families use to 

move between their home and 

destinations within their neighbourhood 

The public places that children, 

young people and their families 

make frequent journeys to in 

Hackney



Implementation & Delivery  

1. Child Friendly Design Checklist 

2. Child Friendly Impact Assessment  

3. Statement of Community Involvement

4. Child Friendly Delivery Projects  





How is the SPD being used? 

How is the SPD 
being used? 

Park projects 
and street 

scene 
initiatives

Plan making 
(area-based 
AAP/SPDs)

Estate 
regeneration 

schemes

Planning 
decisions 

(major and 
minor 

applications)

Area 
regeneration 

projects

SCI 
Update



Engagement in 
Plan-Making: Future 
Shoreditch  (2021-2023)

● Engagement with young people in 
finalising the Dalston Plan 

● Session with Students from 
Mossbourne Academy in Autumn 2021

● Two Sessions with Hackney Young 
Futures Commission Representatives 
Spring 2023  

● Explored the objectives of the 
Dalston Plan 

● Important in recognising the value of 
young people's time 

● Lessons to learn/ challenges 



Hackney Wick & 
Fish Island - 
Public Realm 
Project Bank: 
40 Project Ideas 
(funding needs 
to be secured) 

 





Shoreditch Park 
(2021 -2023)

● Mix of natural equipment for 
incidental play and formal play 
equipment (swings for mixed 
abilities and ages)

● Removed two of the railings, 
removed and replaced by natural 
vehicle deterrents along SW park 
and section backing onto gardens.

● Four types of signage to be 
developed, wayfinding, positive 
wording very child friendly etc

● By the MUGA there will be a 
community welfare facility and 
new extra entrances (three in 
total)

● Ecological enhancement: range of 
grass, flower types. with linear 
habitats for foraging animals, rain 
gardens etc. No mow sections. 

● Shortlisted for NLA Award 2023.  



Shoreditch Park
Landscape Improvement Project
Design & Access Statement (LUC)







Next Steps 

● Review of Statement of Community 
Involvement & Local Plan Review

● Review Quality and Impact of 
Child-Friendly Impact Assessments - 4 
years on 

● Hackney Young Place Advisors - can we 
make this happen? 

● Working with the MUGA Charter 
● Ongoing training & championing the 

guidance 



Any Questions? 

lizzie.bird@hackney.gov.uk


