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Development Frameworks 

 
2.49 Within settlements, policies in the plan generally support development and 

redevelopment of previously developed land subject to a range of policies which 
seek to ensure the development is sustainable.  
 

2.50 The development frameworks define where policies for the built-up areas of 
settlements give way to policies for the countryside. This is necessary to ensure that 
the countryside is protected from gradual encroachment on the edges of villages 
and to help guard against incremental growth in unsustainable locations. In the 
countryside development is generally restricted to uses that need to be located 
there. The plan includes some flexibility for reusing existing buildings, and for 
development which supports the rural economy.  
 

2.51 Frameworks have been defined to take into account the present extent of the built-
up area, and planned development. Buildings associated with countryside uses 
(e.g. farm buildings, houses subject to agricultural occupancy conditions or 
affordable housing schemes permitted under the rural exceptions policy) are not 
normally included within the framework. Frameworks have not been defined around 

small clusters of houses or areas of scattered development where such buildings 
are isolated in open countryside or detached from the main concentration of 
buildings within Cambridge or a nearby village. Although it is recognised that such 
dwellings may be considered locally as 'part' of the nearest settlement in community 
terms, it is important in planning policy terms to limit the amount of new 
development that can take place in rural areas with few services and little or no 
public transport. 

Policy S/7: Development Frameworks 
 

1. Development and redevelopment of unallocated land and buildings 
within development frameworks (as shown on the Policies Map) will be 
permitted provided that: 

a. Development is of a scale, density and character appropriate to 
the location, and is consistent with other policies in the Local Plan; 
and 

b. Retention of the site in its present state does not form an essential 
part of the local character, and development would protect and 
enhance local features of green space, landscape, ecological or 
historic importance; and 

c. There is the necessary infrastructure capacity to support the 
development;  

 
2. Outside development frameworks, only allocations within 

Neighbourhood Plans that have come into force and development for 
agriculture, horticulture, forestry, outdoor recreation and other uses 
which need to be located in the countryside or where supported by 
other policies in this plan will be permitted. 




