





Policy S/3: Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development

1.

When considering development proposals the Council will take a
positive approach that reflects the presumption in favour of sustainable
development contained in the National Planning Policy Framework. It
will always work proactively with applicants jointly to find solutions
which mean that proposals that accord with the Local Plan and
Neighbourhood Plans can be approved wherever possible, and to
secure development that improves the economic, social and

‘environmental conditions in the area unless material mnsideranms

indicate otherwise.

- Where there are no policies relevant to the application or relevant

policies are out of date at the time of making the decision then the

‘Council will grant permission unless material considerations indicate

otherwise — taking into account whether:

a. Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly
and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against
the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework taken as a
whole; or

b. Sp'eciﬁe policies in that Framework indicate that development
should be restricted.




Policy Tl/2: Planning for Sustainable Travel

1.

Development must be located and designed to reduce the need to
travel, particularly by car, and promote sustainable travel appropriate to
its location.

Planning permission will only be granted for development likely to give
rise to increased travel demands, where the site has (or will attain)
sufficient integration and accessibility by walking, cycling or public and
community transport, including:

a. Provision of safe, direct routes within permeable layouts that
facilitate and encourage short distance trips by walking and
cycling between home and nearby centres of attraction, and to
bus stops or railway stations, to provide real travel choice for
some or all of the journey, in accordance with Policy HQ/1;

b. Provision of new cycle and walking routes that connect to existing
networks, including the wider Rights of Way network, to
strengthen connections between villages, Northstowe,
Cambridge, market towns, and the wider countryside;

c. Protection and improvement of existing cycle and walking routes,
including the Rights of Way network, to ensure the effectiveness
and amenity of these routes is maintained, including through
maintenance, crossings, signposting and waymarking, and, where
appropriate, widening and lighting;

d. Provision of secure, accessible and convenient cycle parking in
accordance with Policy TI/3;

e. Securing appropriate improvements to public and community
transport (including infrastructure requirements) in accordance
with the aims of the Cambridgeshire Local Transport Plan and
South Cambridgeshire Community Transport Strategy.

3. Developers will be required to demonstrate they will make adequate

provision to mitigate the likely impacts (including cumulative impacts) of
their proposal including environmental impacts (such as noise and
pollution) and impact on amenity and health. This will be achieved
through direct improvements and Section 106 contributions and/or the
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), to address transport
infrastructure in the wider area including across the district boundary.

Developers of ‘larger developments’ or where a proposal is likely to
have ‘significant transport implications™ will be required to demonstrate
they have maximised opportunities for sustainable travel and will make
adequate provision to mitigate the likely impacts through provision of a
Transport Assessment and Travel Plan. All other developments will be
required to submit a Transport Statement. Where a Transport
Assessment / Statement or Travel Plan is required, a Low Emissions
Strategy Statement should be integrated.

Travel Plans must have measurable outputs, be related to the aims and
objectives in the Local Transport Plan and provide monitoring and
enforcement arrangements. Planning obligations may be an
appropriate means of securing the provision of some or all of a Travel
Plan, including the requirement for an annual monitoring and progress
report. Submission of area-wide Travel Plans will be considered in
appropriate situations. Outline planning applications are required to
submit a framework for the preparation of a Travel Plan.



' Larger development includes proposals of over 20 dwellings or 0.5
hectares for residential development and over 1,000m? or 1 hectares for
other development.

2 Developments with ‘significant transport implications’ are those:

In particularly congested locations and/or generating larger numbers of
trips;

Where there are particular local travel problems;

That will have an adverse impact on an existing, or will result in the
declaration of new, Air Quality Management Area or an unacceptable
adverse impact on local air quality.

Policy S/7: Development Frameworks

:

Development and redevelopment of unallocated land and buildings
within development frameworks (as shown on the Policies Map) will be
permitted provided that:

a. Development is of a scale, density and character appropriate to
the location, and is consistent with other policies in the Local Plan;
and

b. Retention of the site in its present state does not form an essential
part of the local character, and development would protect and
enhance local features of green space, landscape, ecological or
historic importance; and

c. There is the necessary infrastructure capacity to support the
development;

Outside development frameworks, only allocations within
Neighbourhood Plans that have come into force and development for
agriculture, horticulture, forestry, outdoor recreation and other uses
which need to be located in the countryside or where supported by
other policies in this plan will be permitted.



Policy HQ/1: Design Principles

1. All new development must be of high quality design, with a clear vision
as to the positive contribution the development will make to its local
and wider context. As appropriate to the scale and nature of the
development, proposals must:

a. Preserve or enhance the character of the local urban and rural
area and respond to its context in the wider landscape;

b. Conserve or enhance important natural and historic assets and
their setting;

c. Include variety and interest within a coherent, place-responsive
design, which is legible and creates a positive sense of place and
identity whilst also responding to the local context and respecting
local distinctiveness;

d. Be compatible with its location and appropriate in terms of scale,
density, mass, form, siting, design, proportion, materials, texture
and colour in relation to the surrounding area;

e. Deliver a strong visual relationship between buildings that
comfortably define and enclose streets, squares and public
places, creating interesting vistas, skylines, focal points and
appropriately scaled landmarks along routes and around spaces;

f. Achieve a permeable development with ease of movement and
access for all users and abilities, with user friendly and
conveniently accessible streets and other routes both within the
development and linking with its surroundings and existing and
proposed facilities and services, focusing on delivering attractive
and safe opportunities for walking, cycling, public transport and,
where appropriate, horse riding;

g. Provide safe and convenient access for all users and abilities to
public buildings and spaces, including those with limited mobility
or those with other impairment such as of sight or hearing;

h. Ensure that car parking is integrated into the development in a
convenient, accessible manner and does not dominate the
development and its surroundings or cause safety issues;

i. Provide safe, secure, convenient and accessible provision for
cycle parking and storage, facilities for waste management,
recycling and collection in a manner that is appropriately
integrated within the overall development;

j.  Provide a harmonious integrated mix of uses both within the site
and with its surroundings that contributes to the creation of
inclusive communities providing the facilities and services to meet
the needs of the community;

k. Ensure developments deliver flexibility that allows for future
changes in needs and lifestyles, and adaptation to climate
change;

I.  Mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change on
development through location, form, orientation, materials and
design of buildings and spaces;

m. Include high quality landscaping and public spaces that integrate
the development with its surroundings, having a clear definition
between public and private space which provide opportunities for
recreation, social interaction as well as support healthy lifestyles,
biodiversity, sustainable drainage and climate change mitigation;









