GREATER CAMBRIDGE
SHARED PLANNING

Investing In
communities

Investment in facilities and infrastructure secured by the
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service

An overview of Section 106 funding in Greater Cambridge
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| Foreword

Greater Cambridge, the area served

by Cambridge City Council and South
Cambridgeshire District Council, is one of the
fastest growing areas in the country with high
demand for both employment and housing
development.

To mitigate the impact of new development, the Greater
Cambridge Shared Planning service uses planning
conditions and legally-binding planning obligations
(known as Section 106 [S106] agreements) to secure
either facilities on site or developer contributions
towards new or improved off-site facilities.

Planning permissions across Greater Cambridge

contribute to a range of new or improved infrastructure,

such as health care, libraries, schools, roads, cycleways
and footpaths, commmunity and sports facilities, play
areas, parks and open spaces, public art and affordable
housing schemes.

This document gives examples of the types of
infrastructure funding secured through S106
agreements and to showcase some of the recent
projects that S106 funding has delivered. You can
read more detail on developer contributions and
infrastructure delivery in Greater Cambridge on our
websites (see back page for more details).

Marleigh, Cambridge
Photo: GCSP

Councillor Dr. Tumi Hawkins
Lead Cabinet Member for Planning,
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Councillor Katie Thornburrow
Executive Councillor for Planning Policy,
Cambridge City Council
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How are new services and
infrastructure agreed and funded
as part of the planning process?

What are S106 funds for?

When approved planning applications create a need for
new infrastructure, the Planning Authority can require
investment in new infrastructure through the use of
planning obligations.

The delivery of these obligations for new or improved
infrastructure or services is key in ensuring that
development in Greater Cambridge can be sustainable
and that new and existing communities’ needs are
catered for.

Planning obligations may lead to infrastructure being
provided within the development site (carried out

by the developer themselves) or off-site via financial
contributions (5106 funding) to a local authority or

a third party (such as the NHS) towards particular
projects.

How is the need for S106 funding
identified?

Off-site financial contributions for major developments
are assessed on a case-by-case basis by the planning
officer looking at the size of the proposed development
and how it is likely to impact existing infrastructure.

In line with statutory tests, the planning officer is
required to ensure that the mitigation projects for which
S106 funding is requested are necessary and directly
related to the development and that the amounts of
developer contributions sought are fair and reasonable.

Planning officers consult with key infrastructure
providers including:

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical
Commissioning Group about contributions to
primary health care services including new or
expanded GP practices;

Cambridgeshire County Council in relation to S106
contributions towards nurseries, schools, libraries,
roads, cycleways and footpaths and waste recycling
centres,

Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire
District Council about developer contributions
towards community facilities and/or community
development, open space and play areas, and sports
facilities, as well as the provision of affordable
housing;

Parish councils in South Cambridgeshire, which
typically seek contributions towards children's play
equipment, community orchards, sports facilities
and village halls.
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Infrastructure secured
and delivered in
Greater Cambridge

How much S106 funding has been Examples of S106-funded projects

secured? _ _
Here are some case studies of infrastructure

In 2021-2022, in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, improvements which were taken forward and/or
S106 agreements signed by the Greater Cambridge completed_durmg 2Q21—22, most of which used S106
Shared Planning Service secured over £28.7 million for ~ funds received previously.

Cambridgeshire County Council and around another
£10.5 million for Cambridge City Council and South
Cambridgeshire District Council. These agreed S106
funds will be paid once development begins, either Healthcare page 5
as lump sums or as a series of phased instalments
(depending on the terms set out in S106 agreements).

Libraries page 5

Transport infrastructure page 6

. _ , Community development  page 7
S106 agreements signed on behalf of Cambridge City

Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council in Community facilities pages 8

2021-22 will also deliver almost 2,300 new affordable .

homes. Sport facilities pages 9
Play areas page 10

Meanwhile, during 2021-22, the Shared Planning
Service received £3.2 million of S106 funds for the Open spaces page 11
district councils in Greater Cambridge relating to

existing S106 agreements (including those signed in

previous years). Public art page 13

Biodiversity improvements page 12

Affordable housing page 14
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Histon Library
Photo: GCSP

| Healthcare

Melbourn Hub

Melbourn Hub
S = Photo: GCSP

S106 funding contributed to a
project to refurbish Arbury Court
library - purchasing new furniture
to increase the capacity of the
library and adding book stock, most
notably junior stock to meet the
needs of the community.

S106 funding also contributed
towards Melbourn Hub's library
offer, helping with redesigned
reception area and stock, alongside

A health care S106 contribution of
almost £14,900 was received to fund

1] a pilot scheme at Melbourn Hub
I where a room was made available

on a semi-permanent basis for
health services, thereby freeing up
space in the surgery.

This was the result of a
collaboration between the NHS,
Meridian Care Network and

| Melbourn Parish Council.

Histon Library
Photo: GCSP

shared collections with mobile
provision in the area.

Funding also helped with new stock
and furniture provision for Clay
Farm Centre (including Library) to
help the library adapt to community
use as the area grows.

Histon and Impington benefited
from new stock in the new,
enhanced library.

The hub has also been extended
with help of a contribution of around
£96,700 from the science park.

During the Coronavirus pandemic,
it was also used for walk-in
vaccination session from the NHS
COVID vaccinations team.
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S106 obligations and funding contributions
play a significant part in ensuring new
developments provide for changes to or
additional new transport infrastructure,
from roads and cycleways to contributions
for enhanced bus provision and car clubs.

The following S106-funded transport
improvement schemes were delivered by the
Greater Cambridge Partnership.

Chisholm Trail

The Chisholm Trail is an exciting new walking
and cycling route, creating a mostly off-road
and traffic-free route, between Cambridge
Station and Cambridge North Station. The trail,
alongside sections of the Greater Cambridge
Greenways network, will link Addenbrooke'’s
Hospital and the Biomedical Campus in the
south and to the business and science parks in
the north of the city.

Abbey-Chesterton Bridge

The 40 metre span of the Abbey-Chesterton
bridge was lifted into place across the River
Cam and is a significant milestone in the
progress of the Chisholm Trail.

Abbey-Chesterton Bridge
Photo: Creative Commons
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Histon Road improvements

This multi-million-pound scheme enables more people to
walk, cycle or take the bus along Histon Road, helping to cut
congestion and improve air quality. It has created:

6,400m2 of new footpaths

8,000m?2 of new cycle lanes

540 metres of bus lane floating bus stops
16 new trees.

A state-of-the-art ‘CYCLOPS' (Cycle Optimised Protected
Signals) junction has been constructed, which facilitates

an orbital cycle route separating cyclists from motor traffic
and pedestrians at the crossroads of Gilbert and Warwick
Road. This design is only the fourth CYCLOPS junction in the
country and the first outside Manchester.

A rain garden has been created to improve drainage at
the Akeman Street junction and to provide a landscape
enhancement.
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Marleigh School Video

Photo: Marleigh Primary School

| Community development

Alongside the bricks and mortar at Marleigh,
developer contributions also support Community
Development. Most of us have experienced the
disruption of moving which (however positive) can
be stressful.

Being part of a new community, where everyone
has just moved house, brings both opportunities
and challenges. For this reason, S106 funding from
developer Hill and Marshall has been secured to
provide Community Development staff to support
the first residents of Marleigh and the wide range of
partners who work alongside them to build a well-
resourced community.

South Cambridgeshire District Council utilised these
funds to commission community development provision
and to facilitate a collaborative approach to supporting
the new community.

The Marleigh Community Development Steering Group,
which recently expanded to include residents, is made
up of a wide range of local stakeholders, working
together to deliver community infrastructure and
agreed objectives for the new community.

These include objectives on climate change,
communication and health and wellbeing which cross
sector Task and Finish Groups, made up of members of
the Steering Group are now working on.

All partners have a role to play in community
development and are all doing important work -
including local schools.

Above is an image from a film the school created of
pupils interviewing building site staff about their work.

- Marleigh, Cambridge
Photo: GCSP
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Akeman Street Community
Centre, Cambridge

The City Council has provided £71,000 of S106
funding to support the redevelopment of this
community facility in Cambridge’s Arbury
ward, which was completed in June 2022.

The S106 funding has helped to equip the
Kitchen and furnish the meeting rooms.

It has enabled a cushioned floor and auto-cut
out speaker system to be installed in one of
the meeting rooms, so that this can be used for
exercise classes.

These financial contributions have also helped
to fund a secure access system for community
use of the centre outside normal opening
hours.

Notts Own Scout Hut,
Cambridge

Cambridge City Council awarded a £40,000
grant to the 13th Cambridge Scout Group
in 2021/22 to help fund improvements to
the kitchen and toilets to their scout hut on
Marmora Road in the city’'s Romsey ward.

Akeman Street Community Centre
Photo: Cambridge Investm Partnership (CIP)
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Notts Own Scout Hut
Photo: Cambridge City Council

The kitchen has been enlarged with a better layout and
equipment. This now enables scouts (and other groups who
meet in the hall, like cubs, brownies and guides) to cook
safely in the kitchen under supervision and learn new skills.

The toilets are now accessible for people with a disability and
there are better hand-washing facilities. These improvements
help the scout hut (which is available for community hire) to
offer a wider and more inclusive range of activities.

Hardwick Community Centre

£62,905 was secured towards a new community centre for
Hardwick. The funding is the latest instalment of more than
£1m secured towards the new community centre.

The new centre will offer a wide range of activities including
yoga, indoor curling, table tennis, charity events, parties,
Zumba, a community film club, ballet, youth groups, ballroom
dancing, contemporary dance, jazzercise, fencing, judo,
karate, pilates, baby yoga, exercises groups and more.
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Melbourn 3G Pitch
Photo: Melbourn Village College

| Sports facilities

Chesterton Pavilion, Cambridge

Chesterton Pavilion
Photo: Cambridge City Council &8
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This upgrade of the existing 1980s-built pavilion
has created a new multi-purpose room and

a new Kitchenette and servery as well as
refurbishing the changing rooms and referees’
room.

The pavilion improvements also include new
internal and external secure storage, better
access for people with a disability, a veranda
and new cycle parking.

The project in East Chesterton had made
good use of £338,000 of S106 funding and was
completed in June 2022.

Melbourn 3G Pitch
Photo: Melbourn Village College

A ‘state of the art’ 3G Pitch has been created at Melbourn Village
College with a community access agreement. The construction
was made possible with a S106 contribution of £259,254.

Sawston pavilion

Sawston Pavilion
Photo: Sawston Parish Council

Sawston Parish Council extended and updated the pavilion
at Mill Lane recreation ground using a S106 agreement that
provided £170,000 to enable the works to proceed.
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Holbrook Road Play Area
Photo: Cambridge City Council

Holbrook Road play area,
Cambridge

In 2021/22, Cambridge City Council spent over
£43,000 of local S106 funding on new equipment
to improve this play area in the Queen Edith’s
ward.

This play area is designed for children up to 8
years old and provides challenging and inclusive
play. The new equipment includes a trampoline,
a multi-play unit, a roundabout, a 4-way seesaw,
springers, a swing unit, a mini trim trail and
balance items.

Caldecote Play Area

In 2021/22, Cambridge City Council spent over £43,000 of local
S106 funding on new equipment to improve this play area in
the Queen Edith’'s ward.

The play area is designed for children up to 8 years old and
provides challenging and inclusive play. The new equipment
includes a trampoline, a multi-play unit, a roundabout, a 4-way
seesaw, springers, a swing unit, a mini trim trail and balance
items.

Furlong Way play area, Caldecote

Three new pieces of play equipment secured through
S106 agreements have been installed in the Furlong Way
playground in Caldecote.
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| Open spaces

Trumpington Rec,
Cambridge

This project has helped to improve the
biodiversity along the boundaries of the popular
King George V playing fields at the heart of
Byron Square and its junction with Paget Road in
Cambridge.

By planting more trees, creating new earth
mounds & rills and cultivating wildflower
meadows, the scheme provides more habitats
for bees, butterflies and invertebrates.

Pedestrian and wheelchair access in between
the biodiversity banks and new benches around
the boundary also encourages residents to enjoy
nature on their doorstep. The environmental
enhancements started in 2021/22, have involved
around £60,000 of S106 funding and have greatly

benefitted from local volunteers getting involved.

Over Riverside project

Building work has also recently been completed
to create enhanced river and park facilities for
families, scouts, guides, canoeists, anglers, open
swimmers, triathletes, and boaters in Over and
beyond.
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& Overcote Slipway
: to: FCC Communities Foundation

The Overcote riverside project uses S106 money to support
another grant that delivers a new slipway, gravel beach area
and accessible paths. The project, which combined £4,000
of S106 money and a £23,500 grant from FCC Communities
Foundation, will provide a safer bespoke slipway, canoe and
kayak river access and accessible path for river viewing and
fishing platforms.

The new slipway will replace a broken one with the addition
of a gravel beach area and strengthened river bank, both to
allow much easier and safer access to the River Great Ouse.
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Byron’s Pool
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Biodiversity and green

infrastructure

Byron's Pool Fish Pass

Cambridge City Council has delivered
enhancements to the natural fish pass around
the weir at Byron's Pool Local Nature Reserve.
Using around £85,000 of S106 funding, and with
expert support from The Wild Trout Trust, the
pass has been re-engineered to make it easier
for fish to migrate through and provide a diverse
range of habitat for breeding and resting.

Following the specialist river contractor works,
volunteers worked with the City Council’s local
nature reserve officer to install cut scrub to
protect areas from disturbance, introduce native
water plants and create a single point of access for
dogs to enjoy the water without disturbing wildlife.

Hardwick Wood
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:" Hardwick Wood
= Photo: Wildlife Trust
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Hardwick Wood secured £4,600 in S106 funding to be used by
The Wildlife Trust to improve access to the ancient woodland.

Hardwick Wood has been preserved from medieval times and
is surrounded by a substantial wood bank on the south and
east sides.

The wood is managed to allow for safe nesting for songbirds
such as willow warblers and marsh tits, and is famed for its
flowers and insects.
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| Public art

Histon and Impington
= Q;.'“ NS PArA AR ' £13,657 of S106 money has been used for the commissioning
ke WA wi'f - Y and installation of bespoke public art works in accordance with

the “Theories of Home" two parishes, one village, we are Histon

and Impington. A new art installation in Histon and Impington
features six small-scale ‘jelly’ sculptures carved in stone and
bronze.

The stone jellies were installed at Doctor’s Close pocket park
and the bronze versions have been installed in The Coppice.

= The project is funded by a grant from Amey Cespa, funding from
Theories of Home Section 106 public art monies and a donation from the Red Lion
Photo: GCSP .

i ' Beer Festival.

Abbey People’s Chalk Dreams Cambridge

Local community charity, Abbey People, were awarded a £20,000 S106
public art grant from the City Council in 2021 to fund this project.

Almost 200 people of all ages took part across 16 different creative
workshops run by local artists in 2022 to help express what the
precious local chalk streams (which run through Coldham's Common)
mean to them.

This culminated in the creation of 24 beautiful new hangings, which
were displayed across the city as well as at Cambridge Curiosity
and Imagination’s ‘Fantastical Forests’ event in November 2022. As

a lasting legacy, the artists’ work has since been used to create new Chalk Dreams
vinyl signage for Abbey People’s Hub on Barnwell Road. B aamioriage Curiosity
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Ironworks, Cambridge

Ironworks on Mill Road (in the city's Petersfield
ward) is a landmark mixed tenure development
in the heart of Cambridge, Ironworks reflects the
heritage of the area and reinforces the eclectic
and creative community around Mill Road with
thoughtful, tenure-blind design and the provision
of a community centre, new public open space
and a series of art installations.

Its bold and contemporary industrial design and
public artwork was inspired by its heritage as
the site of the former Eagle Foundry, and, more
recently, a council depot.

It provides 50% affordable council homes,
alongside a new community centre, commercial
space, car club and secure basement parking,
and direct access to the proposed Chisholm Trail
cycle route.

Almost 30% of the development is green space,
with a mix of open spaces and a landscaped
neighbourhood park and play area.

Total Homes 236
50% affordable 118
All properties for rent

Ironworks
Photo: Cambridge Investment Partnership (CIP)

Northstowe Phase 1

Northstowe Phase 1 is a new mixed-use scheme including up
to 1,500 new homes to be delivered alongside approximately
5 hectares (ha) of employment land, providing support for

a growing economy, shops and a community building at the
local centre and a primary school.

235 affordable homes have already been completed with 14
homes (6 rented, 8 shared ownership) and 51 more homes to
be delivered by June 2024.

Cambourne West

[n Cambourne West 26 affordable homes were created in
2021-22 (11 rented, 15 shared ownership) alongside 226
homes also under construction.
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How do | find out more?

Both Councils have published formal Infrastructure Funding Statements on their
websites which provide detailed information on developer funding secured and received:

k South Cambridgeshire District Council
www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/developer-contributions/

k Cambridge City Council:
www.cambridge.gov.uk/developer-contributions

Cambridgeshire County Council is also required to publish its own formal Infrastructure
Funding Statement.

k Visit https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/
developing-new-communities/infrastructure-funding-statement.

To find out more about planning applications, the Local Plan, and the Planning Service,
please visit the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning website:

* www.greatercambridgeplanning.org

September 2023
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