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Local Plan Themes

Key overriding themes for the new Local Plan:

• Climate Change

• Biodiversity and Green Spaces

• Wellbeing and Social Inclusion

• Great Places

All informing the core themes of:

• Jobs

• Homes

• Infrastructure



Scope of the Development Strategy Update

1. Updated needs for jobs and homes

2. Exploring provision of employment and 

housing

3. Confirming development strategy principles

4. Confirming key strategic sites



Policy context

National policy

Jobs and homes needs as identified in 2021 evidence: Starting point for 

the plan

First Proposals include target to meet housing needs and included sites 

to meet them

BUT are clear they are contingent on no unacceptable harm to 

environment

The NPPF (including December 2022 consultation) requires all 

Councils to have a clear understanding of their “objectively 

assessed” housing need for their area and to:

“Address objectively assessed needs over the plan 

period…unless any adverse impacts of doing so would 

significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits” 

First Proposals 



Updated needs for homes and jobs

Minimum Growth: Take the Government’s standard method homes 

calculation, and understand the jobs that these would support.

Higher Growth: Forecast jobs based on detailed evidence for Greater 

Cambridge, and understand if additional homes are required to support these.



Updated Needs for Jobs and Homes

2021 2022 2022 2021 2022 2022

First

Proposals 

Jobs

Standard 

Method 

Jobs

Update 

Jobs

First 

Proposals 

Homes

Standard 

Method 

Homes

Update 

Homes

Total in 

Greater 

Cambridge

2020-2041

58,400 43,300 66,600 44,400

(rounded up)

37,149 51,723

Average 

annual rate
2,781 2,062 3,171 2,111 1,769 2,463



What is the right approach for the draft Local Plan?

• Starting point for draft Local Plan is therefore in principle to seek 
to meet needs in full

• BUT…

• The next step is for the Councils to understand whether it is 
possible to create a sustainable and deliverable plan that would 
meet those needs in full

• Water supply and housing delivery are key constraints to be 
explored further

• Also understand consequences of not meeting need in full e.g. 
affordability, longer distance commuting

• No decision at this time on what the target for the plan should 
be… will be for the draft plan later in the year

Draft Plan



A Deliverable Plan: water supply

Water Resources East Draft Water Resources Plan, published 

Nov 2022

• proposes additional supply:

• ~2030 (or potentially earlier): water transfer from Anglian 

Water’s area

• ~2035-37: proposed Fens Reservoir

Cambridge Water’s draft Water Resource Management Plan

Will provide further detail on local water supply and how that relates 

to housing and non-domestic development

• Due November 2022; this has been delayed.



A Deliverable Plan: housing delivery

Housing Delivery Study – Addendum (2022)

• Explores deliverability of an increased 

number of homes.

• Not clear whether the housing market could 

actually deliver the higher number of homes 

that would be required each year with the 

higher needs figure.

• A stepped housing target is necessary.



Confirming development strategy principles

Greater Cambridge Local Plan should:

• Seek to provide for the needs for housing and jobs, 

BUT only so far as this can be provided without 

unacceptable sustainability impacts, e.g. water

• This could result in an overall target that is less 

than assessed needs, with different stepped targets 

through plan period

• Build on the strategy principles we developed 

through the First Proposals for site allocations

• Consider what can be delivered, and also whether 

it would represent genuinely sustainable 

development.



Confirming strategic sites that will be in the draft plan

Why confirm a position now?

• Confirm the central building 

blocks of our strategy having 

considered consultation 

responses

• Confirm that detailed work on 

policies should continue

• Give confidence to the 

promoters of these sites and 

infrastructure providers.

North East Cambridge

Cambridge Biomedical 

Campus
including further work to confirm if 

Green Belt release appropriate

Cambridge East



Summary: Development Strategy Update

66,600 jobs

51,723 homes

Updated jobs and 

homes needs

3 key strategic sitesBuild on First Proposals 

principles for any 

additional sites

Cambridge 

Biomedical 

Campus

Cambridge 

East

North East 

Cambridge



Current stage committee process

12 January

Scrutiny & Overview Committee

6 February

Cabinet

17 January

Planning and Transport Scrutiny Committee



Towards the draft plan

Full draft plan in Autumn 2023 including…

Confirmed development strategy:

Housing target (may or may not be same as needs)

Development Strategy and sites

Sites:

Develop full policies for all sites included in the confirmed 

development strategy

Policies:

Produce detailed theme policies

There will be full public consultation on the draft plan



Questions?


